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YAILING CO*™TNTS ON SAPS 61

THRU TER PORT™CIZ ! (Smith): John Baxter'}brulihrtggithe James
- Bond series was most enjoyed. Hpwever,

I do wonder what trought on the shote-ent thatt "Fleming's grasp

of the facts of intrique has & jourralicst's aecuracy, but where
imzgination is recuired, he tends *o bs somewhat fanciful." Thie

is no doubt all well and fine for I believe lan Fleming serves as a
ocrresrondent for the London Timese But, my copy ef Fleming's
Dector N- contains the following bit of information to be found

1n & brief biographical squib on the back covers Fleming served

"as assistant to Britain's Director of Naval Intelligence."

The time given is World War II which is guite a bit farther along
the time stream than Baxtor's elaim that Fleming writes H&f Chiocage,
1939, and John Buchan's middle easy, 1901." :: Other than thess
minor acivblas, I can find little to do bws nod humbly in agree=-
ments Il was, as thev say, one of tho best damn things in the mailing.

SAPTY 1 (Crilly): From where do yeu get the idea that "a mere
B 22 likely oxplanu+1on éof man's origing is that ET's
colorized Barth in the dim past™ This doss not impress me as
overly "likely," =nd seoms to be bogging the issue, of where did man

comg from, & bit.

TUR DITTY BIRD L4 (Berman): "The Casc of the Coffoe-house” impressod
] me as beling porhaps one of the best

\(io enjoyable) vieces of fan typs fiction it has been my pleasure

to road in SAPS (Ballard Chronicles exeupted here, of courso)e

t: I road *ho first couple of nu¥oledsin tho "Hothouse" serics,

and thoy did not .. oxactly leave me cagsrly awaiting moro of tho
samo. I thought them ¢olr b *crribly dull, totally lacking in

the fundamontals of intcrusting writing, over lengthy and, for that
matter lacking in most overything (in particular intorcst and cspecially
that old Sense of Wondor.) ’urray Leinstor did tho same idoa up
much better, and much mors intorastingly L9 yoars ago with "The Mad
Planot" serios¥(this one did, by +the w-y, huv: vory wmuch ef a senso
of wonder to it)e I'm not sur: whothix I'1l po along with Heward

in asking for tho return of Brian Alidiss's 1959 Hugo, but I do think
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the one he was awarded this year was not completely deserveds It may
well have been the best sclence fiction short story of 1162=-though
I hate the think what the rest of them must hizve baen lixaes

OUTSIDERS‘Az (Ballard): That's reully a fine cover you ‘ot there from
Vially . Webere, 4Aside frem ' .iif a genius,

at least he keeps referrin, =z ~imsealf as one, he draws a witty caver

Illo. :: You say that you enjoyed watching the now defunct tv series

"Man and the Challenge" because it was all full ef leverly, watohable

type females. That may be true, sir, bu% I think it to be decidedly

unfannish. Why, "The Man and the Challenge" I remember ogcasionally

gawking at was quite stfnal in orlentatien, After all, it was fiction

about a sclentist, and fiction about science must be scicnce fictioen,

Couldn't you at least have rationalized a bit for us vho are still science

flction fans by saying that you liked the shew because of -he fact that

it proved that sex could we done well in solence fiction. Yo, sir, have

disillusionod mee I thought you wers indeod m sorious =aud eonstructive

fan, but I see npw that I was in crrer, I guess you must be one of theseo

aow trend type fans Wally Weber is all of the time telling me about, whe

havo risen abeve sclence fiction with the benifit ef their high IQ's. 1t

A fing, though unfortunately short issuewith wmany a fino linve I had nearly

three more pages of me's typed out for use in this place, tut I have finally

decided to oconsor theme I hope this dossn't meke you curlous or anything

like that,

W.TLING STREET 1L (Lichtman)l This was ono of the throo best things in

' R tho mailing (right up thore with HOBGOB

& RITRO)e With Wrhn out of the malling this time, somebedy olse gots

e chance at the "Bost Damn' Thing in tho Mailing" title, without having

to pull a Weber te do it. :t Hwm, I just noticed that I finished typing
Wally Weber's name on this stencil for the third timee. I mustn't got
curried away here or I'll turn his head. I suppose 1t would be best

taen if I left out this hero article right besido me, titled ™Wally
"-ber,Fan Faco of the Year." Mustn't repcat mysclf too often I always

3aye :: Ted White, I haven't tho slightost idea whero radio oommentators
wonte Come to think of it, I wish somoone!d toll me what evir happoned

to the use of radio for gomething othor than musio or sports broadcastse

I think, though, Ted, that if yeu rcally looked hard cneugh you could

fine o good ol! "Gpd, m-thor and country" typc consorvative commontator
hiding undor a bush hore und thor:e If yeu really looked hard, news

I think foar ef ¢ffending minoritics, or espeeially majorities, has done

a let for the dlgappoarance of all but tho most wishy-washy types on

rodie o Tho advertiscing industry (which of courso must ploass overyona)
has such o tight grip evor radio, and evon more se television, th. .t no

one dares to say something out of the ordinary, or even to have an opinion,
for fear that they'll got squelched and promptly romoved as a dangore

A danger to life, liberty and tho pursuit of money, of coursce 1t I wondor,
now that I think of it, whatcver hnppened to radie dramae I gupnosc Tod
Johnstone might bo able to give me a protty good answer to theate I wish

ho woulde One day, it seemed, 1t was thero in all its slondor, und the next
day it had totally disappeared from the airwayss Vhen I was oight or nina

I still listoned te "Bulldeg Drummond,” "Tho Shadow,” and "Skv King," dospite:
the influence of tve Befbrc tv, even though I only oxisted without tho
thing for a few yoars, listening t¢ "The Lono Ranger" was a passion that I
nevor even thougtt of breaking myself of, God, them wers the days, 2ll rights
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I suppose my newspaper reading habits mirht be considered posr. I read

a 'paper in my spare tirme; the amc mt ot timo I spend each day in reading
newspapers flucuatss with the “mownt £ {r-o time I have, Usually, though,
I do spend a half-hour .n +he worrime, t. . 2rc leaving for scheol, reading
the more interesting sections of ti. Do ! Intsallipsncer--sports, comics,
editorials, front prgee Then, l:iter in ths cveing I spend perhaps forty-
five minutes reading mostly the same parts of the Times. Any extra time

I find lying ‘bout during the day, when I either have nothing to do or
don't feel in the right mood for doing chores I ought to be doing, I'1l
read the P-I a bit more thoroughlys I do prefer the Times, but it has
the migfortune of being the evening newspaper, and I si-ply have much
more time for reading a morning sheets The Times' o titorial poliey of
unblinking Republicanism, though it seldom takes a stand on anything but
local issues, turns me off; but it may be botter 1. the larger sense than
the Hearst philosophy of 1917 Americanisme- "ir-rici First" as its trade=
mark statese and tho T. < has bettor comics,toos

RESIN 11 (Metcalf): I'm rot a bit surprisod to losrn that P. Sehuyler

o4 i l.r prefors to reowud Stanladon il one saittings Naet
that I've over r~ @ “r7 Dooks by deur old €1 .f, wind you, but I've found
that I must read noe +ly sny took in orc loang run +ircugh i%, if I'm to
got anything but the wost superfiei I cnjowsont from ite I'm not a fast
enpugh reader with fiction, nor can I sit long ecnough in once place withe
out getting the fidgats, for me to read most books in but 2 single sitting,
Hgwever, I do find that once I start a book, I soldom stop for anything
but food, sleen, and *other Natures On 2 really long book I mayv stop
reading for an hour or two while I do school work or something, but 1if
I quit reading for any period longot than this, I can seldom get bnok
into the swing of things =~gaine I roally suspect, though, that any book
that's really worth reading will foree the reader to keep with ity it
will sirply got too good for the reader to cven think about quitinge A
bad book won't bring about this reaction, and is probably best left
unfinishod anywny,

STUPEFYING STORIES 57 (Eney): I didn't actually find anything commentable
in this, Rich&rd, but thought it wilso not

to be so unkind as to pass one of tho thicker items by with a mere noted.

Akrea is almost ns dull as Covontry--almost, but not quites Imaginary

worlds belong in the ereator's imsgeination where he can enjoy theme They

may be interasting, but I have novor been able to gather up enough stamina

to make a really serious offort at figuring out what this fantesy or

thut imaginary world is about. They're far too complicated to make enjoy-

able reading for the outsider. At least you're not offering positions

in your world, Dick, for which you deserve a 21 gun salute=-no, net in

the head,

ENGRA' 2 (Deindorfer): Gary, I really didn't have any idea of what you

-4 were trying to prove at first, but onecc you got
warmed up I discovered, to my amazement, that thers was really some good,
even great, stuff in heres The Odyssey parody, if that i# indeced what
it is,18 roally fine stuff, with seme very good lincs and some even botter
thoughtse I cortainly hope that Saps doesn't becomo too "rough" for you,
and you drop out. :: How does = photograph itch?
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FLABBERGASTING 2 (Teskey): My brother is addressed as "Jim." 0dd, eon-

il sidering, as my father says, that his name
is Alfred Jameses :t Nn, Paul Stanbery does not seem partisularly gung
ho over Coventry., At least this has been the impression I have gathered
from listening to and tallking with hime His letter in SPELEOBEM 17 does,
however, sesm to imply that he still retains some interest, other than
a paternal one, in the thinge Too bad, I thinke s: Flash Gordon serials?
Ah, yes, Flash Gordon seriulses Many years ago, about ten actually, this
was the pinnacle of oreative magic as far as I was concerneds I think
I watohed the first two or three about four times eache. I really dug
thems at the time that is=-I haven't seen hide nor hair of any of the
three pictures since that time. I watched them on tv of coursc, being a
child of the televisien age, and was thus able to see them as they were
meant to be scon=-in serial forme At the same time, on the same sorlas
I think, I was also fortunate enough te have the privilege of viewing
a group of Don Winslow serials made back during World War ITe I recell
much more of these than I do 02 Flash, Let's soc there werc the sneaky
slant eyed Japs,(not to be confused with the friendly,industrial
Japanese) and the cowardly Amorican traitors who sold defenge socrets
to the onemye One of the most memorable moments in the whole serial
was whero one of these sowardly turncoats got his just dues Tho Jaos
locked him (dirty, cowardly traitor) up in a human torpedo, and lzuchod him
plus torpsdo at a Yankee shipe I have yet to figure out why they didn't
just shoot the guy %o get rid of him, rather than go through all the
trouble of bullding a human torpedos I guess this just wouldn't have
aided the war efforte I seem to recall that Den Winslow saved the day,
and the dirty cowardly traitor anyhpw, So, I guess you ean sleep well
et nights Like I was saying, those things are much more effective when
viewed as serialse I think being seven years old might be of some aid, toos

SLUG 2% (Weber)s “Seme real great stuff in hers, Wally, but much too short.

Thanke for the many complimentary things yeu say in here
about me and my fanzines. Yes, I suppose I mey well be the =best new fan
since Sam Moskowitz.® You male mo as to blushe :: I found your attack
on Toskey, though, quite unkind. I've met Tosk a number of times, and
will say from that experierze ¢hnt overy word you say about him has ne
basis in facte I have never I repeat never,heard tell of him stealing
candy from a baby, or showing smutty pictures to children, If Teskey
hadn't known you for so long, Wally, I think fandem might £ind itself
with another libel suite Dut what you say about Bruce Pelr, now, though
perhaps in extreme,does have some basis in factess

THE GLASS PIG (Demmon): I have nothing against the great gputdogre, -
Cal, except that in the State of Washingten the

great outdoors 1s always se demned wete You see, I get out there te

take a good look at the great outdoors, just like a Gmod American, but

rain gets all over the fronts of my glasses, and I'm so busy trying

to koep them wiped, that I haven't a chance to de any nature watching.

About this time, I give up, blow my nose, and go home and listen to

a football game,

HOBGOBLIN 9 (TCarr): "The Truth about Cinderella" is fine stuff, Terry,

and I suprose you're safs from libel suit from the
diroction of Disneylande :: Tod "hite: If it'll help any, I'd like to
soe those record reviews, and the took reviews as wwell, in print,
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1t Redd Boggss I'm not at all patriotic, At least I'm not if you define
that word in the sense that itls almost universally misg-
used these days. I don't think most of *he members of the "younger gene
eration" are patriotic either, Thay dc, rarhaps, think of the U.S. as
the biggest and the best, in both the Ess® and the West, but they are as
much repelled by open -row of patriotism as am Is I think you know what
I'm referring to by "open show of patriotisms" I don't mean a willinge
ness to support U.S govermment actions nor, of course, do I have in mind
the attitude I satirized above as a belief that the United States was
mostly better than everybody else—-this is as much conceit as it is pat-
riotism. Bp "open show of patriotism” I am mostly referring to such little
dillies as saluting the flag, singing the national anthaem, listoning %o
speakers sing the praise of that ancient hero or this curr:ni gonerale
The "younger generation” listens to this stuff, and dous thissuuff, sure,
but they don't cxactly consider &% <the height of gcod fun, No, sir.
But, then, doesn't patriotism always stem from the clde~ gon-ration?
Aren t they the ones who are most usually carried away -v -mrifest dest=
inies and songs that bring tears 4o the eye? This has 1lways boen my
impressions And, as a result, even though I don't think +he younger
goneration to be overly patriotic now, by the time thoy are the older
generation, & good percentage of those who look down on open show of
patriotism now will be leading eush displays, All except me of courses
I don't dig that sort of thing any time. Patriotism is a thing of and
by the older generation=-ake the fuzzy thinking old gopherse They can
have it, though I shan't say exactly where they can have it.

COLLECTOR (Devore)s I liked your Chicon report, even though I was over

half doen with it before I realized I wasn't still
in the middle of e long malling comment., A%t least use typed headings,
mane > t3 Yes, Blanchard in '66 sounds like a fine idea, One I can
support.

THE PINK FLATYPUS (Armistead): Your me's'are indeed developing quite

nleely, as is, for that matter, nearly
evorything about your writing, $: I ¢hink really good mo's are
comblnations of both long diseourses, actually tiny essays, and whatyou
aptly torm "short snotter" eommontse I think if you'!'ll reread some of
the mailing comments of those whom you name as fine malling commemntators,
I'm sur you'll discover this variety in their work. A long series of
page long ossays, disguised as mailing comments, is as dull an idsa of
reading matter as is a zine composed of one sentonce me'se :t Some of
the better mailing commentators do indoed lean more towards the essay
type of mo, while others lean toward one sentence, or short paragraph
commonts with an eye towards flipping that "good line" in as ofteh as
possibles The really good me writers do combine these two styles, as
I said aboves Good mailing comments are difficult to write, I would
suspacte I know that it takes me much more time and thought to write
six pages of mailing comments, what with all the reeding this necessi-
tates, than it would take me to write a six page general type article.
Ve's require a more diverse amount of thought as well., In an article
you need think along but one subject line, while in mailing comments
meny different subjects are touched upon, some covered as thoroughly
as possible in a few short paragraphs, and others hardly mentioned.
Yes, mailing comment writing is no easy task for mee 4nd I'm far from
heing a writer of good mailing reviews.
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ARKHAM SAMPLER (Meskys)s I see you chpose your reading matter in the same
manner I dot by mood. I've got stacks and
stacks of unread stuff lying abocut around here, most of 1t atf stuff,
but there are more mundane velumes as well, I find that at certain
times I'm in just the right mood for reading, say, a good bit of pure
esoapist adventure storiess While at some other time, I wouldn't touch
anything remotely resembling a pure adventure yarn, but instead I want
something that 1s deep and will moke me thinkg er at least try te make
me thinke $: I see that you also share what I think I*ll eall the reader's
dilemma: there are far too many books around worth reading, and far teo
little time to do this roading ine I can think of litoerally scores of
bosks I've just had ¢o read for years, Unfortunately leck of momeoy and,
most importantly,time has provented me from reading such things ass
The Grapes of Wrath, In Dublous Battle, Des Passe's USA ¢rilogy, The
Thin Wan, Moby Dick, Billy Budd, Silverlosck, The Worm Ourobderss,
E.Farewell to Arms, Frannv ahd Zeosy, Lensmen books, much, much ether
scienco fiction and dotective stuff, not to mention all kinds of
non-fiotions Now that I've listed tho books I haven't read, perhaps I
ought to do a list of those I havo rcad, Somshow, though, I can't quite
gather up the energy for this taske Anyhow, I've always tonded to be
more interestod in things I haven't yot oncountercd than things I have
mot and passeds 3t I, too, rofuse to waste an oxtra copy of my Sapse
zine on the UCLA library. Wy reansons are much the same as thoso listed
by Bergoron in Wrhn 17, coupled with a belief that the whele idea of
saving fanzines for postority is a bit on the silly side, to put it
mildly. I personally dodn't think posterity will miss Pleasurc Units
muchs and I'd rather have a copy of my zinoe at least seanncd and then
thrown in the wastebaskot, rather than have it lecked away in seme
eold room in a library never again to see the light of daye tt+ I do think
Harry Warner's idea that ell theso supposedly fine lines that appear
inconsequental on the surface, but somchow touch ef a public roaction
8o that they are repeatod eonstantly ("The Face that Launshed a Tkeusand
Ships" etee) all came from semc now lost classic of mankinde Yos, I
say to myself, and the title of +his book must be "It Cortainly Is a
Wonderful Thing." And, by *th = v, it is.

WISTILY MEANDERING 2 (Patton): T'. Karon Anderson Appreciation Issue is a
fine 1ldea, and you pull it off quite nlcely.

But you shoulda used blu: papor, men, blue papere-not white, :t¢ If you

liked Stoinbeck's The Grapes of Wrath, may I suggest you try @f Mice

and Men, which ought to cither discust or fascimmte you. You might try

Tn Dublous Battlc as well, though I haven't read this one myself, but

which 1've heard goshwowed at snough to come to tho conolusien that it

must be at least worth tryinge It's not toe surprising that you dug

Steinbeck while yawning through other modern writerse. Steinbeck is mostly

an escapist, far more so than sclence fiction writers. 0Oddly oneugh, though,

Brapos 1s pgenernlly acclaimed as hls least escapist tract, along with

the above mentioned In Dubious Battlee. Someday I may get that article

writéen that I'vo been throntening to write an Steinbeck's mere sentimental

ercations, It was to go into Bramble 3, but that apparently wen't be

appearing for some time, if over, and then it was supposed te go into

this issue of Ploasurc Units. It probably won't be 4n here either, unless

I got lots of spare time over tho holidays next woock, Maybe next time.
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Yeah, I've been digging the Burroughs stuff Ace has been putting out,too.

I read Pellucidar a couple €ays ago, and, while I thought the dialouge
horribly stilted and pompous, much of the action dull, and the whole

story somewhat prepostursvs, I protty ruch onjoyed myself. I got a Tarzan
thing here, too, thet I bought at tho sam- timee As soon as I get this

zine and a couple othnr iv:ms out of the way, I'm going to read it. s: As
for the Moon Maid itsol®, whirh I read about four years ago, I've always
thought the last two buoks in it to be pretty much the best stuff Burroughs
ever wrote. Tho descrintions sf the destroyed earth and the manner in which
the people begin to robuild their culture are particularly effectivos :
Nothing irks me worse than to be reading through a stack of old fanzines and
como across one in which the editor never bother to inform the eagerly
awaiting publioc of his names I heartily approve of the theory that every
fanzine ought to list the publisher's name, in a prominent place, and might
add that his address might be added for the sake of future fan historians,
It's always nice to know the location ef some now forgotton fan.

PSILO 6 (Gallion): This may not have been the best zine of the mailing, 1%
wasn't, but it was the most irritatinge I'm afraid that

I tend to be more sarcastic than usual when badly irritatsde I plan on

Coning things down & bit from my first draft, which literally drips with

sarcasm, but probably won't sueceed completoly in cutting out the more

nasty nastiess I try to sooth ryself by romemboring that this whole thing

was rather fugghcaded, but, being mostly a quiet,calm young man, I have

not fully succeecdeds t: The purpose of an apa for me is to use it as

a place for enjoying myself. I don't give a damn about people who are in

the group to get free oriticism for their "literary efforts,”" since most

of these 11terany efforts are pretty sads If you want criticism on

your more "literary" gems, I suggest yeu sign up for the Palmer Ingtitute

of Writings I'm sure they'll be pleased to help yous ¥n mailing

commonts oither, t: Not being one to let "fannish tradition" .  push
me around, I'm not going to let the fact that SAPS was formed to trade
E?%erary oriticism » - influence mee No, sir. 3: By the way,

where are all your efforts of fictien. If you want "literary efforts" in
SAPS, why, pray tell, aren't you pusting them ind? Why instead are yow
doing, perish the thought, mailing eormments. Ah, sweet consistencyl

3t Now that you've publicly unnounced your dissatisfaction with Bruce
Pelz, would you toll us whether vou intend to deoclare war en him or note
Remember the Gemeva Confercnce, Or does that affect Covemtry? s: If
you're really interestod in a real live "ameteur journalism society"
rather than a "sowing cirlce group" why not try the Natioanl apa? From
the stuff I've soen from that group, your poetry ought to fit in
perfectly. And your "new and untried fiction" as welle And there are
no mailing comments. Think of thate t: It most certainly is "Amaerzing
how the beat types fade into obscurity when faced with an elalytic
rofutation of their somantic wordwoozee" Yes, sir. And I think this

is such a damn? brilliant remark on your part, dear, that I don't blame
you at all for not waiting until that filthy "beat type," Walter Breen,
had a chance to answer the Lieutonant's "analytic refutation.” Not only
that, but I, too, realize that his answer to Lt. Hulen was merely
"somantic wordwooze," and that, oven though he had a pege of answer, he
was merely fading away into "blushing obsourity.” : Your citing of the
Masons and othar faternzl organizations to back up your point that it's
all right to belong to something with a let of foolishness mixed up in
ite I've nover notod in particular acceptance in the fan press of the
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eustoms of these groups in tho fan press. You don't prove the necessity
of one bit of immaturitr by citing a similar, though wmore widespread,
example of more irmturi“v. 4And, the argument that it's all right ‘cause
everyons elsc is doin_ i', hns nover held much influence in this ares,
or, I suspect, with cob Lichtmar or Tod White, whom, I take it, you are
trying to convincee ¢ G~ .+ stuff here, Jdnne, please stiek around,
Saps has its share of Angry Ycung Men, and now it has its very own

Angry Young Ladye

" ¥EE ZED B0l (Karen Anderson)s You've done much to rid me of my skepticism
as to whether the X=15 pilot was an astronaut,
I st4ll can't get the thought that tho X=15 is morely a high flving
airplane , not a spaceship, out of my mind, but I'm busily approaching
that point,

RETRO 26 (FMBusby)s Gee, now that I think of 4t, I was in four apas

at one timee Fortunately I never had this thought
while I was 4n all those groups, or I'" probably have gons back to Gsd,
mother, and sclsnce firtion. Seriously, I was in and out of IPSO very
quickly, publishings but oncs, and sticking around just long enough to
grasp the fact that the group had notontialities, dut that I wasn't
interested enough to purk up its potentiale, I was 4n N*APA for a longer
period of time, about & year and » halfese I joined eriginally because
I wanted to be in an apa, any old apa, and N'APA was the only one without
a long waiting list at the times I nover did feel much at home in the
group, though I did publish my very first stuff in there and made a whele
stack of enamies through some rather unfortunate anticse I was never much
at home, though, and it didn't take much to got me outs Turning away frem
inconsequental personal ramblings for the moment, let me add a eouplo
hands werth of applause to what I hope will de a rather neisy cheer in
this mailing, to you, F. M. Busby, for your connonts en apase They are
very peroeptive commonts, yes, and I think you're rights there are too
edamned many apas, But, hew do vou get rid of them? Forming apas soems
to be the fad right now, like Hula Hoops a few years ago, and will
hepefully die off reul quick likee Yes, Omniapanism is pretty much
a bad thing, and it is uniortunate that there is this small greup of
mostly interesting individuils who insist on spreading their talents
over a half dozen napa sroups. Another fad of the times, I supposee
t: As g now ox~momber of VAR g I think you'rs right about the fact
that N'APA-SAPS biapans don't scem to groove in either groupe Leaving
aside the question of whethor anyone has grooved it in N'4APA yet, I am
pretty much et a loss to explain whyv, The similarities between the two
groups might have something to do with its N'APA 4s mostly a second rmte
SAPSe I don't know what or how this could have anything to do with the
question at hand, but mayboe it doese. If it doesn't, it certainly ought
tes Humphe 3¢t The reduced activity requirements in OYPA seem to be
working perfeetly well in practices From e 150 pp mailing under the 1b6pp
& year requirements, the group has pushed its way up te a bOQ/ pager this
last tiro out under the 12pp a year ruling. And there seems to be quality
thero as wells Of course, I'm having trouble making the new reduced
requirements, but I guess that's only %0 be expectede There A3 at loast
one in every crowds t: Thy not try to bring SAPS up on the 1atest
exploits of Hardwick and friends? I tried here in my first draft and
flopped rather miserablye I'd rather here you say it anyway. Okay?
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I knéw that I use different speeds Of reading for different types of material.
Some stuff, particulalry non-fiction, can de quickly scanned, reading just
enough to get whatever I wanted out of the reading. Most fiction can be

read at a basic reading rate, much slower thun the scanning rate, theugh I'll
occasionally slow this rate down when I'm reading something with a parte
icularly effective style. And, then, there is the occasional thing which
must be sudb-vocalized before gaining any comprehension at all from its math
and sclience text readings, cortain literature of the darl: and mysterious

pastse I rather doubt that anyone has a set reading spende At least, they
shouldn't,

SCIT OF SAPROLLER 27 (Harness): I road one ¢f those "Hawkman" comics, during
a notleeably dull class, the other day,

and thought it %o be rather erudes I like an eccasional comie, nt least

this is what I keep telling myself, but not this stuff--or any of the JLA

erap either, for that matters 1z I don't remember the 6lLpp ~omic, unfortune

ately, but I most certainly do remember the 52 pangers. Vhat ever happened

to the 52 page comic? I seem to romember that when I firs+ began %o read

comic books, all of them preeclairmed their contents to contain 52 pages,

in all colore I thought this to sound pretty good, and took it for

granted that all comics had 52 pa-es, and that thev always would have

52 pages, in full color, I read co—ics off and on for a number of years

before I began to notice that the 52page comic assertion no longer was

appearing on the cover, I still took it for granted that all comios had

52 pages, figuring that 1t was my increasing reading speed that led mo to use

apparently much less time in reading a comic than befores It wasn't

until a few years after that, that I finally got around to counting and

discoverad, to my emazement and shock, that comics had but 36 pages. I've

elways thought, that this was the moment that my childhood ended. Sounds

about right, don't you think?

SPELEOBE 17 (Pelz): My middle initial 4s "S" and it doos indeed stand for
Edward, I was named after Caelvin Coolidge. t¢: The
battle over whether to use covers on the €-0 e¢r not,dces not particularly
impress me with 1ts importance, but I suppose I must ocast my vote anye
waye Hmm, I think I'll vote against the concept of SPRCTATOR covers, since
I consider them mostly a hindrance and certainly not a necassary. If you
put the mailing contents on the back cover, where I could got at them
without opening the whole zine up, I might relinquish 2 bit, and say apa
0C covers aren't completely dade Count this vote as you wishe 3: Well,
if modesty prevents Don Fiteh from accepting your consensus of the Best
New Fans of the year a couplae mailings ago, please tell hir to kesp his
modesty to hirgelf. Peorsonally, I choose not to argue at all, being quite
happy with your choicess. Conscience, unfortunately, dietates that I
tell you that even though you dp not consider Avarm Davidson or Larry
MeCombs new fans, Cal Demmon caertainly deserved a spot in your listing.

SAPTERRANEAN 7 (Breen): The first two issues of Bramble had circulations

of 90 te 100. This isn't particularly large for
a genzine, but even this relatively small circulation I found to be
pretty much a drage The tiresome drudgery of stapling, collating, addross=
ing and stamping 100 ocoplies of each of the first two issues almost killed
the zine twicee~once after each issue, In fact, I suppose one could say
that this is what killed the mag after alls I added up tho costs it
would entail to publish the thing regularly, found it i~possiblc to get
it out even quarterly, and as a result, decided to holl with ite Circulation
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is tho bane of the gonzino publishers, I ean easily imagine hew a cirec,
of 350 might flounder FiNAC; yas, I could easily imagine it, t1: A fine
issuse

WARHOON 17 (Bergeron) Though in the past I've usually lookod dewn gn those
cowardly souls who took the easy way out and
refused to comment en Virhn, 1t now seems to be my time to pass up
extonsive me'ss I've read the thing,yes, in faet I've read it quite
thowveughly, dbut at tho moment I can't quite gather up the strength te
go dack through the 90 pages of Wrhn 17 looking for a mailing commcnt.
tt On the striotly ogoboo side of things, however, I can at least say
that £ considered Walter Breén's ool ' report to be one of ths very
finest things I have over read in fandom=-or out of it for that matter.
Certainly the finest thing to appear &n fandom all yéar. s1 "Our Man
in Chicago" dominatss the issue, despite the herrid title, dut I suppose
its only fair ¢o say that tho rest of your columnists--Blish, Wells,
Baxtemw=come off nicel;” indceds This is perhaps the very best Wrhn
I've yet to seq, and rather roversoe my lessening of mappreciation far
Wrhn that I had been expsrioneing while reading the last few issues.
This $ssue is wuph less pompous, or dull/serious to the exe'usion of
anything else thuf/Previous few numborss Heep it up. Top *of the
ngtemail ings

ILLEGAL POSTMAILINGS (Pelz, Smith, Foyster, etce) It had beem my im=
pression that the

11legality of postmailings was one of tho saered ¢raditions ef SAPS.

Despite the feet that they're refused crodit, the things are now showing

up in dncreasing mumbers, Parsonslly, I can see the need for oire=

ulating Wrhn after tho dcadline(Bergeron has his list of subscribers,

and I doubt that they'd approciate having to wait three months for

tholir issues). I realize why, and accept his reasons, but hope that

the situation doesn't crop up arain with Wrhme But along with Wrhn,

thies tire theofficial editor hirmsclf circulated & full envelope of

postmailinge, one of them from a non-member in fact, whose oxistence am noces=
Ay getnlngs nmust bo questioned. Looking them over as I sit here,

" 1 can gsee np driving rcason why these two or three mage could not have

woited until the 62nd mailing with “ho rest of use The early eirculatien

merely deprives messers Foystor ~nd JSmith of credit, But leaving all

this aglde Tor the moment, I'vo decideoa that since certain pegple have

started ‘te irritate me with post mcilings, I'm going to irritate them

by ignoring gaid postmailings with the occasional exoeption when somee

thing 1like Wrhn appears==when the posted mailing can be excused reasonadlye

Not only does it make me feel good, like unto a crusader, but 1t alsp

knacks down the number of pages te comment en quite nisely, at least this

onces Go thou and do lirewise,

Lo
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INNERTHO?® S

JUST BEFORE THE WAR WITH THE TCEKIMOES: Ron Page was ever here ths other
nighte Like most nights thia :

month, it was a cold, dreary, .nd mostly wet one. Ron and 1 were_probilg'

about inside my roomes It vac :0ld in there, as it has a habit ef bew

coming, and I was spending L.l my time trying to keep from shivering.

I had one ear tuned towarde Dizzy Gillespie, who was d0ing his best

to put & 1ittle warmth into the evening, The other e&f was turned towards

the window, where the rain was gquietly pattering against it, as it has

a habit of doings. I like listening to the rain at times; it makes me

fesl rottens

Eon, who digs jazz only en days divisible by twe, was glancing through

a two foot high stack ef hooks I had just finished piling on my desk
before hs had shovm upe Fon lifted some stience fiction dook eff the

top of the stacky I don't rememwber what 1t was=-some Aco thing, He

gave mo one of his superior looks, muttersd somothing about trash, and
dropped the book on the floore I turned back towards the window, ignering
him for the moment,.

Ron likes to read, I guess, though I've never seen him with a book, other
than at my place. He sounds erudite most of the time at least, even
though he never turns in book reports for school. He says that he's quite
capable of critical evaluation in his mind, and has no need to put his
thoughts on paper. He claims that writers arc thosc who are toe stupid t®
thinke If they could think, they wouldn't nced to use & typewriter

to put their thoughts in order. He's that sort of porson.

"You like this?" Ron askod me.

I glanced up at him, porhaps a bit annoyed et having my train ef
thoughts deraileds "Like what?"

"This," he said, "this book herc.”

He held up one of the books which had been sleeping peacefully in the
gtacks It was some class typs thing I'd started for school, or at
least had planned to start for schoolsy I never got past the first pages

"I don't know," I said, "nover finished it," I don't want Ron to kngw
that I'd never even started the books He has pretty clear thoughts
about people whe waste money, and even clearer thoughts about those

who are, in his opinion, pseudo~intellectuals, But I wasn't in the mood
right then for that kind of a scenc.

Ho smiledt "I dide I finished ite" He acted kind of proud, like he'd
one=-uped mos Parhaps he had.

"What's 1t about,” this enly to pass tho timo for & bit.

"Prido," ho said, "it's about pridee. “ostly that is, Or, maybe it's
about stupidity. Not much differonce between the twe things really,
At least not in my book." Tho last commant was more for the benefit




of his own eonscicnce than anything,

I thought he was acting kind of halfeassed, as usuale I knew he was trying
to get a rise out of me. He liked ¢o got rises out of pagplos

Mihat's wrong with pride,huh?, you don't lnow what you're talking
abouts" I hoped I didn't sound ovorly bugzed, I wasn'ty I certainly
didn't want to give him the satisfaction of getting a rise out of me.
Gotting a rise is a way of 1ife with Ron.

"It's all wromeg,'he #ild, "Pride's all wrongs Only the man sn the street
has much interest in pride. Teke me for instanee, will you, I have ne
prides I don't need it. I'd back down willingly anytimees I don't earo
about my pridos”

"Would you back down If some bamtard you didn't know walked up and
smashod you one im tho facel Weuld you walk away? "

"Holl, no," . he said, "and only a cownrd woulde Pride has nothing to

do with cowardices Eklund, you don't know what pride is. This'l]l toach
you to read somc of the demn books you got around horee” He chuekled

to show he wasn't mads I knew he wasn't anyway, though, hecause I know
Ron.

"Pride," I sturted, dociding to say something interesting for a ohange,
"is something worthwhiles It's the same thing es self-respects A man
is just as soon as deud without his prides If yeu've lost your pride,
you've lmst your self=respect. If you lose that, you've l6st every=
thing, You might as well be dead."

"You still den't knew what pride is, Eklunde It isn't self-respect,
it's more what others think ef yous. You're afraid to lose face. Get
that. Afraids Afraid to lose fucos Samo as being a cewards I've got
no pride, but I do have self-respeot, nd I'm no cowards I think I'm
pretty goodo"

I thought he was probably baiting me gains Hs always did.

"I need to think like you de, that whot others think means nothing. But
now I know that what a few certein peonls *hink of me means a lote. 4nd
1f pride helps this along, well its a good thing. 4nd besides thatees"

"You're missing the point," he started before I could break in apain,

".sepride helps a let of people face the worlde It hes something to do
with self-respect, I stilr think, but I'm not sure whate"

"It gtill could be done without, If pride disappeared frem human life,
why I think we'd be pretty well offe It hasn't helped the world any,
but I'l)l grant you that we do need solf-respects”

"Yoah," I said mostly deciding to =gres with him an end thés bit, "yeah,
I think there'll be arcthér world war, +00."

"And they're all cowarde, don't fors-t thet, all cowards."” He picked up
the Ace 8f novel from the floor und started to reads "Good stuff,”" he

said, "says a lot about prides”
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OVATIONS

(Letters)

First off eve find a left over missive on Bramble le
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'STEVE TOLLIVERs Fie and for shame that a purely neo-nee~fan(two neos

to delina*o your true position) such as yourself should
Question a trus Big Name TNF such as Mr. Weber, If “r, Woher says that
your are Mystarious, 1t 'r. “‘aber attacks you without apparent cause, then
you should accept %iiis condemnations Who are you, a mere neo, to question
the godlike Judgmont of 2 Big Name BUF liko Mr. Wober? What do you
know of tho true machinations of fandom? What do you, & more neo I say,
know of your position in frandom?

Trust Mre Woborts judgmentd He is the oxporionced hand, he knows the

full story, he soss the Big Plctured If Mr., Wober says youraro Mysterious
Gordon Eklund, then you have ng choice %ut to bo Mystoriouss ((For some
odd reasgn, Steve, I never quite looked at tha mattoer in that lighteeego))
# 337 We Riggin, Montorey Park, Californiaf '

—— e — . —— f———— — — —————————————— — ——— ——— ——— -

GARY DEINDORFERs You have improved notleably as a writer in the six months
between #1 and 72« You seem to have nearly oliminated
clumsy grom—ar and 1llogle.litios such as could be rathor sasily found in
your writing in Bra~blo #l, Les*ly, what you had 40 say was of more
intrinsic intercst to mo this issuog although this last oouldn't bo called
improvement, it moant I liked tho zino hottor,

Liko Harry Warnor,I think your zin .7 & strong aura of epazino about
ite Part of this stoms Prom th: .ot that vour zino is so similar in
appearance t0 the SAPSzine wror A1d for the l-st mailing of that august
group (it's not roally an 2urust group, but what the hell ).

You had some percoptive eomments in your editorial sogmont doaling with mess=-
agc and manrer of doliverys Probebly the most acute obsorvation was that

a fugghoad is moro likely to oxhlbit his cloddishness throuzgh fuggheadnoss
of prosontation rather than fugghoadnoss of original ideas, Of course
somotimos you find a fugghoad with a ridiculous 1dea which ho has givon
oaqually ridiculous presont-tion, but gonorally, yos, it is tho proscontation.
I'm writing what promises to be a rather oxtensive troatment on tho psychgle
ogy ¢f tho fugghoads Waltor Brecm has passed on some tolling obseorvations
#n fugghonds and fuggheadism, and I want you to know that this observation
of yours is also quito telling and has alroady suggested additional

points for me %o examine, as woll ns causing me to modify some previously

formocd conclusions, 4y




Ag far as I can deter-ine, stf fandom is the mos+ highly develeped
of all the fandoms in the respee* that more than any other fandom it exists
for 1tselfe I is an ntity alrost wupart from being dependen®t upon science
fictions Whether +this i: a ~ood +thiig or not is a moot points the import=
ant fact is that 1t is so. It is this aspsct of sti tandom that causes
many of its members %o be se deeply concerned with the fardom as suche The ’
photogra~h- _ang Horry Wernor mentions in the letter colu-n seem ooncerned with
the pwr"1-oms connected with that which thay are fans of, piotograrhve The
sporie "zas he mentions are similarly econcermed with =n aspact of tie sport
thev fo low, its future, not with their fandom itsolf. Onlv stf firs seem
to onnecrn themselves with problems psartaining dircetly to 3l Zr misrocosmse
(( Af+or reading Different,and having beon at the Seneon, I wonld puoss
that Chrlstine Yoskowitz would disagree with you, rathor louily, on that
polnt, Sincoe sho docsn't get this public-tion, I don't think wr'll lot
that Worry usesego)) ™Most of thom arc conrrrnid for more with their
earoer in fandom, for examplc, as & definits sceond 1if<, a wierocosmic
lifa, shall wc say, than as a vohiclo for +h+ir thoughks en that thing
in which thuy are supposodly intercsted, scionco fietions The seiqnce
fictionally orientod fans, whiloc no* ru boring less thun the fandom=fore
fandom's-gake fans, nrc dofinitely =nueh 1l ss of an influcnco in prasent
day fendom than tii lattor, Porsonally, I fool that fandom hes sutgrown
its tlos to scicnco fiotion and has evolved into something olsoe I'm not
surc just what sort of a somothing clsa, but it 1s a soclologieal ontity
which, I am surc, oouldn’t havo comu about without having first oxisted
as = group of advocates of a particular ficld of ondoavor or rocreations
I even feel that the tarm "fan" is becoming outroded in the sense that it
is used when applisd to present dey fens, I can think of no better word,
however, and if I eould think of one there is no indication that it weuld
be likely to catch on and be picked up as common usage within the micro=-
cosm; all I can do is noto ths need for such a worde ((In & letter, I
mentioned to Gary my recollection of a recent artiele mentioning an early
invention of & word, a Latin womd, which was to roplace "fan," It didn't
catoch on apparentlys N-ither Gery nor myself could remember the term or
where the artlels arnoarods Garn-thought is was by, d Spoor, Worner, or
somo othor old Gdapte® I +hink it wes Harry Warner, but can't provo it,
Maybe somoonc out ‘*here his & bottor momory than Xeeegc)) Porhaps we are
advocataes of discussion for its own szkas Or, more intcrestingly, porhaps
wo aro akin to tho littlo beings in Sturgeon's story MMcrocosmic God" or
Raymond Banke's story in F&SF a fow years back, "The Short Onos." Both
stories dealt with artifloally oroated microcesrms arnd tho beings living
thaoreine Perhaps we aro micrecosm fanse Yos, I +think that might be 1t., I
suspoct thaet I am in that fandom appoals *o mo %o = large dogroo as a
faseinatingly soalod down vorsion of tho Roanl Vorld, a placc in which I
can carve a mininture carser, where I can livo a miniatur~ lifes It's
liko playing with HO traeins and imagining onesolf as Ged while looking
ovar onols layoute

Vho Knows? ((I dig that bit about fans being disoussion fansy I think I
profor it to "microcosm" fans. Stillscicnce filction plays a greator part

in fandom than you lot one. It dousn't show any signs of disappeuring
entirely eithere. Also tho fans of lst and 2nd fandom don't anpear to be

that much more interested in secicrco fi:tion than these of todaye But, then,
I may be mistaken herae. I wasn's -vsun -live during first and second fandomse—
which ought to maks Harry Varnor £u¢l sven oldor “hen usuclesege)) #7121
Boudinot St., Tronton 8, N.J. F#



HARRY WARNER: Se many things about fan swards have happened since you
produced this issue that I feel as if this is a fragment of

prehistory:t like an article from Ray Palmer telling what he'd do if he

had a chance to edit a prozins or a complaint that there won't be any more

chance for good selence fiction now that the Wright Brpthers have developed

& flying machines I agree with most of the things that you say regarding the

fan awardse If the latest and culminating stupidity by Bodb Jennings doesn't

ruin everything, there is still a chance for something resembling the original

fan awards plane A semi-public effert in this direction is under way and

may turn 1nto a more modest start on the grandiose original idea, although

we are currently toying with the idea of presenting it as a fan poll, not

a fan dmward project, with no prizes or physical recognition of any kind

for tho winnerss (( I like the latter idea; what good rcason ean you give

for awarding a statuete er other prizs for fan achisovemonts? A sir-ple poll,

with published results,would work just as wellees.1f not far botterse.go))

I've been bcohaving pretty much like you when I approach a prezine, I had
hoped to 7ct to the Chieen this summer, and back in Junc, I deecided that

I should road at least threo or four scionce fiction magazines before

Labor Day, to pormit mo to talk about them with at least a slight femiliare
ity about the subject mattore But I literally couldn't forco myself te

buy them: I would go to a nowstand dotormined to start to carry out this
good intontion, then would walk away without making a purchase bosause

I ¥new I had piles of stuff at home awaiting reading that would interest

me morc than the latest offorts of pemny-per-word hacks, or 1 would purchase
instead a paporbacke The brutal fact is that professional science fiction
is mostly very badly writteng the science fiction story eannot by very
difintion reach the literary level of the mundane stery that permits the
writor to draw from personal exporience, and hardly anyonc can retain it

as his major source of roading matter for longer than the few years requirad
for the rcader to get through the thrill of first encounter with the major
idoas and situstioz= of stf, Peoplo who insist on reading little but stf,,
doeado after deeads, must ho cither those who never get eut of a rut, or
sook eemplotc cscape frow tho prosont, or are so obsesscd by scicneo that
thoy insist on having it in fringo form in their fiction, #4123 Summit

— o —— — ———— — —————— — —— — —— — — — — — S S e — e —w— —

WALTER BREEN: I don't really think that it!s just presentation rather than
the idces that Mmakss the fuggheads” It ean make a person
liked or disliked, but that's something olse againe A& fugghead 1s, in
elassic usaga, £ ono who speaks before he thinks, if he thinks at alle.®

One who comes on with his illogical netions without considering their con-
soquonces, particularly potentially harmful consequencess (And they are

net restricted to fandom, alase) The truth lurking behind your idea

seems to be that most fuggheads are also LMJs=-they have both the egregious
idoas ard che yammering, thoughtless, antegonistic sort of presontation. But
imagine & subtler, morogkillful G, M. Carr, and you'll see what I mean. On
atil)l another lovel, notice tho running battle botween Richard Borgeron and
Bsp Loman, Some of Loman's ideas I find unacceptables Loman is an onprmously
skilled writer, and nobody calls hir a fugghead; you would say bacause of the
wmenner of presentation of his id-=s, I would say because he has thought his




ldeas out and built up a case for them, which is the excct onposite of
fuggheadry. And as a result I can respect Leman, and would sonsider him
a formidable opponent in a debate,

I have to agree with vou on ths matter of serious peetrv in fanzines. Sturgeon's
Law apnlies, with a vengoances I suspect that the fow really good pasts in
fandom are prone to bo wisundarstood and therefors ofton relustant +o submit
anything (oxoept ligh* verse) to fanziness Cortainly Rog Ehert and Jean

Yeung have been misunderstoods And it is for just that reason that I

hesitated to submit =ny of my own poems to fanzines until this years((With

all the crud found in fan postry, ~ncbedy ever expeets, apparently, te come
acress anything worthwhile in the fielde There are a fow exceptions to the
all-crud rule with fan poetrve Yeseeege)) 7#2L02 Greve 3t., Berkdey L,
aliforniafk

T S ——— o —— W —— W —— g —————— —————— — — ——— T — — —

ED “ESKYS: I see you ohcoked "Sampla Zony" and erasod thate Thon yeu
checked "Last i-sue” and orusod thete Finally you left it
sompletoly unchscked=-vou didn's oven check that my guess was as geed as
ypurse Obviously you don't know why you sent it, se if my guess lan't
as goed as yours, 1t MUST bo BR"™WhI ((¥ope, we'rc scuale Actuslly, with
Prighteoyos, I strolled down o “ho local post offise with 90 odd copias of
Bramble 2 in my sticky kands with the idee ef sonding them on thero way.
After teking a look ovor thor, tho clcrk told me +that she didn't think
I could sond the eoniss at 3rd class mail, but that for one more cent, maybe
5 more, sha'd gladly sond them at first class for mes Overwhelmod at her
kind gesturc, and sceing in her evoe visions of wiping out tho postal defleit
single handodly, I told her 49 go te holle Sho waes taken abaek, rofuscd
wy kind Invitation, and proeseded t2 argue with me fer tho next ton minutes,
Finslly I went homo, with my magezinos ?she t0ld mo t6 go noedal my PEDOTS )
and the phone number of the Seattle PO Big Chueses I phened him, he told
mo I souldn't sond my little fanzine with chockmarls on the backe 8o, I
was forced to orase each and svory chack marke-a fow hundred, I'm surc=-and
roemail that mage-6r wt loast make a socond tyy at getting the thing inte
tho maile Tho second tiro I gucnnoded, and enly got tup or throc conios
back...gb))

Yos, thure certainly are poople who lose thelir audiences beoauss of ths
attitude with vhich they prosent their words of wisdome 4#nd it cortainly

1s o AFRALALAY strange thing o find Bitchy O1d Tod Whits as the sterling
example of propor proscntutions I generally think: of him as an cxamnle

cf tho other axtrome; though not as viclent a onc as apparontly Jonnings

is, or Willick and Gibson arce ((Tod White bitches, yes, but hels always
litsrate, and most often has logitimote grounds for his bitching, and is

at least logleal--gomething I oan't say for tho othor throe you montione sego))

I wont on a binge of SF roading in the swmer of 51, a few months aftoer
I discovored the stuff. My dranch library had shout 150 books =2nd 1 went
thorc ev:ry weook and took out 5 or 6 to read during the wooke I wont
rathor buge en tho stuff and nover evsn tallkod about anything elsece This
turncd my father eff on SF and evor sinea heo has looked upon the stuff,
my recding it, and my pertieipation in fendom with mild disapprevale
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After that I have kept up reading it, though somctimes I read only one
prozine in two months nd somctirmcs I hit my old reeord of 5 or 6 beoks

a wook for 2 or 3 wookre But I wculd say thet I must have avoragod somo=
whoro around 1 book or me . = we ¥ sine: thon, maybo 1&e TWhen I boeame

vory actlve in fanzirn: abou* 2 or 3 yours .go my stof roading wont down
oongidorableo, dbut fro~ 1 olx of +ime nnd not disintcroste (( Well, I road
little or nothing but scionce fiction for four yeurs, snd now I figuro it's
due time I found eut what cls< hi.s been writtens I'm ne longor partieularly
intorestod in scionee fieotion, but I will read the stuff, when its good,

and when I got the chincoessgo))

My roaction to Salamander and Sha is exactly tho eppoeite of yours.

I likod tho first two issuss of 53% quite a bit more than rocent Shagpys,
though thoy don't eompare with tho first Shagrics I roade ((I diduTt say
what you think I saidg at loast I didn't moan to say ite I didn't think
Shaggy was any wotter than Selamander, but that they both wors, and aro,
Torribly alikes I theuw + 1% would have beon Bos% to combinc tho two into
on Big Fanyinese Now that Prtten has loft Shaggy as editor-in-chi f,tho
wholo bit has bocomo outde*ideeega)) Strangoes.I'vo often found thet

the first coples of a zine I saw ware ths gnes I enjoyed mest, Some day
I'11 have to re-read those Sherc-ys, the Cry's with the start of The

Goon Goes West, ete., and see if I s+ill censider them far superior

te the current issues of those ziness ((You'lrs just noatalgio...ge))

The last paragraph of Breen's letter surorised me==I didn't think he
was capable of writinglin a licht veln like that, ((Bramble, the fanzine
that surprises.esge))i-o/s Yotealf, PO Bex %36, Berkeley 1, Californiai:

DAVE HUL1NM: Your editoriul 1s oculte trus as far as my knowledge ixtends—
= Ihaven't read “he Whits articlo in question, so can't evaluate
it, bwt I know Jennings auitc well _nd know that ho gets entirely too worked
up ever unimportunt matters, so thot he hits out in all directions and usually
ends up landing the most solid blows on his owm heads For all that he's a
good guy--he just talres everything too seriously. Woods seems to have the
same faulte PFandem 4s in itsolf too unirportant for anything in it te be
taken as sorioudly as either of thesc two do.

I have somo undorstanding of your lack of interest in SF any more==ISve

been reading practiocally everything prinfed in the field for 13 years

or so, but lately I've simost quit reading whort steries in the prozines,
wnloss they!'re by someons I particularly likce Lrvelettes and novels

I still wsually mawmgo to read, but I just can't work up tho old entusiesm
necessary te spond timo I eould spend readiny Spengler er Pei ((which fansine
de they publish?h.qunonynous)) or fanacking, or werking around the house,
reading sclence filotlon short steries,

If Dre Fell and Ha . really oxisted they'd undeudbtedly be fans, and I.*
wish more fans would indicate appreciation for #hose twe fabulous oharactora
(o1ther of which makes Sherloek Heolmas look a pale skinny shadow)s t: Your
lack of bembast 1s x Pofrsahing change from the general run of editore
writton fanxines I've been getting lately, like QUANTIFIER and KIFPLE.
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FRANK WILIMCZYKs Your c~mmrnts on come articles about the Fan Awards, which
obv.o ly ar3s no% intonded as a critique of the awards, but
nevertheless brings in ior views on thems, Appuronily, the attitude of
these peopl’e is that the san Awards might be OF, bhut fans don't like !
Willicke As for me, I still don't know much about Willick, but when I
received the issue of PARS U7 IOT outlining thse idea, and fonturing a
sketol f' r the proposed statuette, I nearly collaps 'e I'd received the
zine in the morning mail, and didn't open it until I'd recched “he officae
At the+ time, I was surrounded by four Lovely Women, .nd when I ran intm
the sketoh, I hurrledly tassed the thing into my desk drawer, and couldn®®
bring myself to look at it again for several weekss I'm ncithcr for ner
against Fan Achlevement Awurds as such, but that Thing seared me half te
death] I*d be willing to hot *het had not Willick effered such a fape
tastic atrécity as his proposed tronry, he might not have met with se much
opposition,

In the body of Harry Warner's 1 +tor aftur he's said something about
sports fans fearing that tholr favorite sports are decaying, you say
baseball is a primary cxamploe Voll, newd As a Now Yerk Mets fan ( and
formerly a Brooklyn Dodgers fan) I “.ke oxception to thate I doubt if
you could got anybody who follows our national spert te agree that baseball
1s in danger of voninshing from the national scenos Of course, there are
alweys guys around who'll give you a splel about how the sters ef teday
aron?t ficv to ecarry Gehrig!s glovs, but I don't consider them worth
consldoring, Us Truc Fans stiek with our toams through the bitter and

the battor, and when things look tough, our attitude 1s "Waitt!ll Next
Yoar!"((Exactly the same words I uso whon somoone asks me whon my next
issuo is coming out...ge)) Now, if you wanted te pick a sport which seems
to be in a state of imminent decay, hockev would have boem 2 much

moro apporpriato cholce.

Other hobbies, like stamp collecting or coin eollecting, are pretty well
aceopted in mundania=~-e stamp collector could show his bess hls stamp
album, and beam with nridee I don't know about you, but I wouldn't show
my boss my fanzine collection, unlass I was looking to get eased out

of my job, or maybe even sent off to Bellewvuo fer obserbation. In mundania
you can't take pride in being a fan, so there results a eompulsion tw
justify fandom's existence, even if only to one's self, Unfortunately,
we!ll never recover from those teen~age insecuritiss which made it
necessary to econceal the latest Amazing under of Jauckets sp no one would
know that we read that crazy stuff. Boyd=-catoh a stamp oellector hiding his
latest acquisitions under his jacket, or an amateur photographer keeping
all his prints in the attic so no one will know what he's Ween up tog

I would say that SF 1s just thc thing (unloss you like dotective stories,
which I also roed from timo to time) for reading on subways, buses) trains,
or on the beach==I find it pretty hard to read something like, say, . = .
Bertrand Russecll, in any of thoso placoss ({Tho busos in Seaxtlé, unfertun=
atoly, ara far to noisv to allew anyono to roa? anything on theme=ospeclally
me...go)) ## LLT 10th Avcune, Now Yorl: 1, N.Y.##
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FREDIZRIK NORWOODs 1 hope Bob Jonnings roads your editorial, Poor Bob

is roelly a meek and mild mannersd twpo, until he
gots behind a typewritors 1 should say something to dofend him, but °
aftor A TRIP TO HELL ho has Fugghoad of the Year pretty mush scwed up,
unloss ono sido ef tho other of the Christino Moskowitz-Tod Whitc foud
got ite I wendor if the aw:zrd could be givon to all parties oconneceted
to a foud, rathor than to eithor side, thus showing faveritism whore
none if o~lled fors ((But in most casos, friend, like Whito vs Mosk,
favoyitism is ealled f0revego))

Fendom is condemning Bebd too harshly, He isn't trying to hurt anyone,

®r damn anything, ho just wants te help, and somotimes goos at it backe
wards, For fandom to take such a vielent roaction te a bit of poer
judgoment on mattom personal is all wronge ((Oh%,.eLook hers, stupidity
oan ofton be exousod, even overlookcd, dbut whon thet stupldty, as in

the case of young Robort,starts injuring tho roputations, and most
importantly foelings of othors, he has gono toe demn far, Ho has passod
tho point of baing excusede Tho CYNIC bit was a bit of fwgghoadry, yos,
but I don't think I, or anyono clse, jumpod on Jennings porsonally=-excopt
to say he couldn't spelles Tho TRIP'TO HELL bit, however, is anothor story
ontirelye It was this that I was referring to in the oponing of this
paragraph., It was, as has boen pointodoet by & couple of othors, whose
commonts I hopo you reed, unoxousably stupid, and brutal, Anyono with

the lack of Judgoment, leaving purse sanity out of ths question for the
moment, to publish a thing like that has shown himself to Bo a rather
undesirable characteor for the most part...ge)) Porsonally A TRIP TO

HELL has me half cenvincod, and if Bob wmnts to publish such a live
dooument itt's his busincsse ((I'm afraid his " live documont™ went a littlo
too far for it to romain his businesss If, after roading tho comments

on A TRIP TO HELL you'ro still "half convinced] I'll gladly whack your
namo off my mailing list along with Jonningse I only want to reach intore
osting people, and sinee inborosting noople are usually intelligont

enough to dig that sowathing 151 A TRIP TO HELL is a cctaract of lies,

I think I may bo abla to o =ritnnuk you.oogo)) {Hf Bellingrath , Sguthe
wostern at Memphis, Merrhis _., '~.108scofFF

TOM ARVISTEAD: I think vou missed the point of Bob Jennings artiolos Bob

mornt to sy that ovon though he thought the Willis Fund
was Yousy, he wasn't fighting it or publishing against it, so why not,
dammit, loave tho Fan Awcrds alono? TUnfortunately, Beb also blathered
so much about tho fact thut tho Willis Fund was "Stoemrolled" that his
point was lost among tho hoap of sonscloss statoments. If Bob hnd stopped
aftor about 2 pages, hc would have hed a botter artiele, without so much
inoffactual prosc that did the fan awards no good at 2ll, and was dotrie
montel to tho project and Bob Jonningse (( And, if ho'd stopped aftor
two pagos, I might not have hnd much  of an oditorlel column last timoe se go))

WE ALSO HEARD FROMs Betty Kujawa, Tom Soidman and the U.S. Past Office
of Cobkville, Tonnosseee The lottors in this issuo have bdeen, in somo
oasas, slaished to smoll bitss This will eontinue to happen, and wouldn't
even be mentionod, oxcopt for tho fact that I had some linos to fille-
disgusting practieg,
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DOUBLH DOUBLT TOIL & THOUBLE: The previous seven pages are old %)pe
puges (the stencils were cut about fouwr

months ago), and were originally intended for Bramblc #3, Unforiunately
for you folks, and fortunatoly for me, I rogained my senses and folded
the whole zine, That left me with seven cut stencilss I planned on
burning them, but didn't get eround to this right awaye.

About this time, as I was busily gath-ring up the s*rength to burn the
stencils, I romembercd that someone, “ruce Pslz I do believe, had said
that a cut stencil was sscreds This soundnd pretty logical to mo.

S0, the previous seven pages, which *ou either read or ignored, are the
religious soction of this issues W won'® bothar with o hymn right
now, brother, but thank you anywsay,

Seriously, I don't know how Sups will r-c~ive the idea of running
genzine sections through the apa, but I suppose if you don't like it
you can always go read tho Covoptraslon Grzotie.

This note was supposed o appear on page 12, but I get carried away with
gomething clse back thore and didn't get it ine So, instead of knowing
whet you will bo reading, you are now informed as to what you just

roads Unless, that is, you're like me and read everything from back tO
fronte But cnough of this line.

AMEN: A out stencil is sacred the mun said, snd I believe hime For that

reason, I am planning on running 75 pages, more or less, of religioue
poetry thut my Sunday school teucher cut, ind guve to me for some reason
when I was but eighte This poetry wus 411 written by our class of eight
year old Sund.y scheolites 2nd is Real Goode It ought to be the best
damn thing in the m.iling, when it apnonrss I ought to warn you that
the stencils are kind of old, . nd have been sitting in the b.sement for
ten years=-but, =s .. cut steneil is indscd s.cred, I don't plan to let
this stop mes Oh, and the reason the sturf nevar .npeired in 1953 was
that the minister decided the poetry wes too mushy and like goosy to
force on our congregations Look for it, nowe

IT CERTAINLY IS A WONDERFUL THING sounds like the perfect title to

3 4 s - use for the final paragraph of this
mostly pn-stencil mishmishe, Like, I even mande a Key Grammatical Error
in the first sotence.

Gand, somctimes I get shivers up my spine, when I think of how dijointed

this hurriedly thrown together publication has becomge. 'ailing comments

are supposed to be in the buck, Allah szys, but here I've got them in

the fronts Editorils, and there should be but one, are in the front he
says, chipping aw.v on ~ stone tablets I've got them all over the places
Further coneentration on this embarsssing theme is now proved unnec=

essarye Mainly, I supnpose, beeause I've just core to the end of the steneil,
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